Independent Counsel in

PUBLIC LAW

In his speech at the Ceremonial Opening of the Legal Year in 2007, the then Chief Jus�ce
Andrew Li said:“It is not an exaggeration to say that the phenomenon of judicial review has redeﬁned
the legal landscape. Further, the availability and use of judicial review has had a
signiﬁcant impact on the conduct of the business of government and has exercised a
considerable inﬂuence on public debate on many issues. It would not be right for
judicial review to be viewed negatively as a hindrance to government. On the
contrary, it should be seen as providing an essential foundation for good governance
under the rule of law.”
A li�le over a decade later, the former Chief Jus�ce’s words con�nue to ring true and Hong
Kong has seen a signiﬁcant growth in the number of judicial review applica�ons being
made challenging the decisions taken in all areas of government, many of which have had
and will con�nue to have profound legal, cons�tu�onal and social consequences.
In recogni�on of the increasing importance of judicial review and the scru�ny of administra�ve decisions DVC has established a Public Law group comprising prac��oners at all
levels of seniority with par�cular exper�se and experience in public law ma�ers. Members
of the Public Law group have very substan�al experience in all areas of public law and act
for both those who challenge and defend a wide range of administra�ve decisions and
have been instructed in many of the most signiﬁcant public law cases in recent �mes.
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Johnny Mok SC

mail@johnnymok.com

From his early days as a law student at Hong Kong University (having won the
coveted Winner’s Cup at the Law Faculty’s Moo�ng Compe��on and having
represented Hong Kong in the ini�al two years of its par�cipa�on in the
Interna�onal Jessup Moot Court Compe��on, as well as various Baker &
McKenzie prizes for his dis�nc�ve performance), Mr. Mok SC has enjoyed a
meteoric rise to the top of the legal profession. He has won plaudits par�cularly
for his work on public and administra�ve law and has been appointed by the
Hong Kong Government (and by the PRC Government) to ﬁll a host of
responsible posi�ons including an appointment by the Na�onal People’s
Congress of the People’s Republic of China to be one of 12 members on the
Basic Law Commi�ee.
Mr. Mok is lauded for his strengths across the board from his prac�ce in the
ﬁeld of cons�tu�onal and administra�ve law to corporate and general
commercial work (including trusts and property related li�ga�on). He regularly
works with leading Counsel from the UK.
Recently, Johnny Mok SC appeared for the Chief Execu�ve and Secretary of
Jus�ce in proceedings regarding the 2016 Legco Elec�on (CE & SJ v. President of
Legco [2017] 1 HKLRD 460 (CA) & [2016] 6 HKC 417 (CFI)), and the Town
Planning Board in a landmark decision on protec�ve costs order (Designing
Hong Kong Ltd v. TPB, CACV 184/2015).
Johnny Mok SC of Des Voeux Chambers is described by sources as an “obviously
very sought after” barrister who is “seen in many high-proﬁle cases.” He is
known for his ability to “come up with extremely persuasive arguments that no
one else could think of “and which” could turn bad cases into a good ones.”
Maintaining a versatile commercial and public law case, he is particularly well
known for his frequent representation of government bodies in judicial review
cases, but is by no means restricted to this role, lately acting successfully for four
dentists in Court of Final Appeal proceedings which overturned disciplinary
sanctions imposed upon them by the Dental Council of Hong Kong.
Chambers & Partners Asia Paciﬁc (2018)
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John Li�on QC

john.li�on@dvc.hk

John is admi�ed to the Bars of Hong Kong (1990), England & Wales (1989),
Northern Ireland (2013) and the Supreme Court of the Eastern Caribbean
(BVI) (2013) and is also a member of the Landmark Chambers in London. He
is a member of CIArb, a Fellow of HKIArb and a registered lawyer in the DIFC
Courts. He took silk in England in 2010. He has an extensive commercial
prac�ce in Hong Kong and, as a former member of the “A” Panel of Treasury
Counsel for the UK Government, he has huge experience of judicial review
in a broad range of administra�ve and public law ma�ers (including
planning and environmental law ma�ers) both in Hong Kong and the United
Kingdom where he acts for the government, public sector and private sector
clients. He is the co-author of Hong Kong Planning Law to be published by
Lexis-Nexis in 2018. Recent judicial review cases in Hong Kong include Nam
Sang Wai Development Co. Ltd v. Town Planning Board [where he
appeared in the Court of First Instance, Court of Appeal and Court of Final
Appeal] and Jonnex International Ltd. v. Town Planning Board [Court of
First Instance]. Other cases include CLP Power Hong Kong Ltd v.
Commissioner of Rating and Valuation [Lands Tribunal, Court of Appeal
and Court of Final Appeal]; Mayer Corporation Development International
Ltd v. Alliance Financial Intelligence Ltd [Court of First Instance]; and Song
Liang Zhong v. Chan Sze Wan [Court of First Instance].
h�ps://www.linkedin.com/in/john-li�on-2baa233/

Richard Zimmern

richard.zimmern@dvc.hk

Richard Zimmern has advised on and appeared in a broad range of
commercial and corporate disputes, in li�ga�on and arbitra�on; including
company and insolvency, banking, interna�onal arbitra�on, public,
securi�es, shipping and professional negligence ma�ers.
Richard has been counsel in a number of public law cases including:FG Hemisphere v. Democratic Republic of Congo [2013] 16 CKCFAR 280 –
ﬁrst �me CFA referred interpreta�on of Basic Law provisions to NPCSC
Re: A Solicitor v. Law Society of Hong Kong [2008] 11 HKCFAR 117 – CFA
resolved the standard of proof in professional disciplinary proceedings and
the doctrine of precedent
New World Development v. SEHK [2006] 9 HKCFAR 234 - judicial review of
the SEHK disciplinary procedures, including the right to legal representa�on
and the applica�on of right to a fair hearing.
h�ps://www.linkedin.com/in/richard-zimmern-aa99972a/
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Catrina Lam

catrina.lam@dvc.hk

Catrina was called to the Bar in 1999 and enjoys a broad and robust civil
prac�ce covering a wide range of commercial disputes, as well as
compe��on, securi�es and public law. She is experienced in a wide range of
administra�ve and public law ma�ers, and has advised and represented
Government oﬃcials and public bodies including the Chief Execu�ve, the
Chief Execu�ve in Council, Communica�ons Authority, Lands Department,
Housing Authority, the Town Planning Board, as well as private li�gants.
Catrina was ranked an Up and Coming Barrister in Chambers & Partners Asia
Paciﬁc 2018: Catrina has a "diverse and versatile practice" but is
"increasingly known for her expertise on competition related matters and as
one of the very few Hong Kong barristers with experience of handling
competition cases." Sources also highlight her ability to work within a team
as a "very important and signiﬁcant part of her capability" and further praise
her "quickness on her feet."
Chambers & Partners Asia Paciﬁc (2018)
h�ps://www.linkedin.com/in/catrina-lam-70769713b/

Jenkin Suen

jenkinsuen@dvc.com.hk

Jenkin was called to the Bar in 2004. He has developed a substan�al prac�ce
in the areas of public law, commercial law, land law and planning law. In the
ﬁeld of public law, he regularly advises and acts for Government
departments or public bodies, e.g. the Chief Execu�ve (CE), the Secretary for
Jus�ce (SJ), the Secretary for Development, the Director of Lands, the
Building Authority, the Land Registry, the Town Planning Board (TPB) and the
Medical Council, etc. For instance, Jenkin represented the Medical Council in
the judicial review and subsequent appeal pertaining to the construc�on of
power of dismissal of a disciplinary complaint under the statutory regime of
the Medical Registra�on Ordinance (Dr U v The Preliminary Inves�ga�on
Commi�ee of the Medical Council, CACV 151/2016 (24.11.17) and [2016] 4
HKLRD 31 (Zervos J), led by Stewart Wong SC). He also appeared for the TPB
in resis�ng an injunc�on and moun�ng striking-out applica�ons in judicial
reviews on rezoning of land (e.g. Yau Ka Po v. Town Planning Board, HCAL
67/2015 (14.6.16, Au- Yeung J), Yau Ka Po v. CE in Council, HCAL 221/2015
(29.1.16, Au-Yeung J), led by Johnny Mok SC).
Notably, Jenkin advised and represented the Government in a series of
judicial reviews and elec�on pe��ons concerning the 2016 LegCo Elec�on
(CE & SJ v. President of the Legislative Council [2016] 6 HKC 417 (Au J),
[2017] 1 HKLRD 460 (CA) and FAMV 7-10/2017 (Appeal Commi�ee of CFA);
CE & SJ v. President of the Legislative Council [2017] 4 HKLRD 115 (Au J); led
by Benjamin Yu SC/Johnny Mok SC)

dvc.hk | 4

and the nomina�on process (Chan Ho Tin v. RO for the New Territories West
Geographical Constituency, HCAL 162/2016 (Au J), led by Benjamin Yu
SC/Johnny Mok SC). He also represents the TPB in a landmark case on a
protec�ve costs order (Designing Hong Kong Ltd v. Town Planning Board
[2017] 2 HKLRD 60 (CA), [2017] 3 HKLRD 560 (CA), FAMV 30/2017
(30.10.2017, 20.12.2017, Appeal Commi�ee of CFA), led by Johnny Mok SC).
Jenkin will appear for the TPB in the forthcoming appeal in April 2018 before
the Court of Final Appeal.
Jenkin Suen of Des Voeux Chambers maintains a wide-ranging commercial,
public law and regulatory practice, focusing closely on company, insolvency
and banking disputes and acting regularly for government bodies,
particularly where planning questions are involved. Sources respect him as a
"solid and hard-working" advocate who "knows his stuﬀ" in such areas.
Chambers & Partners Asia Paciﬁc (2018)

Yang-Wahn Hew

yangwahn@dvc.hk

Yang’s considerable public law experience includes appearing for the
Secretary for Jus�ce (led by Michael Beloﬀ Q.C. and Johnny Mok SC), in a
judicial review arising out of the Inquiry on Allega�ons rela�ng to the Hong
Kong Ins�tute of Educa�on, and appearing in or advising on, mainly on
behalf of the Director of Immigra�on or the Permanent Secretary for
Security, judicial reviews concerning immigra�on and torture claims (e.g. Re
MI, IYW, HCAL 44/2016, Chow. J., 9 May 2017).
Hew Yang-Wahn of Des Voeux Chambers acts across a very broad range of
commercial, judicial review and, increasingly, family-related cases, being
particularly well known for his insolvency-related expertise. He is further
noted, in the words of one source, for his "ability to understand a very
complex structure and complicated documentation and to provide incisive
opinions within a tight time frame."
Chambers & Partners Asia Paciﬁc (2018)
h�ps://www.linkedin.com/in/yang-wahn-hew-3358b1119/
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Frances Lok

frances.lok@dvc.hk

Frances Lok appeared in a number of recent public inquiries including the
Inquiry into Excess Lead Found in Drinking Water and the Inquiry into the
Collision of Vessels near Lamma Island on 1 October 2012. Frances also acted
as the amicus curiae of the Court of Appeal in Yu Cho Lam v. Commissioner of
Police & Ors [2016] 1 HKLRD 257
Frances Lok of Des Voeux Chambers is identiﬁed as a "very tenacious advocate
with "impeccable academic credentials," whose clear and focused presentation
ensures that "she hits all the right points in a case." Particularly familiar with
trust and probate issues alongside a broad commercial range, she acted
successfully for CSSC Huangpu Wenchong Shipbuilding in a High Court Mareva
injunction matter against Dry Bulk Services, a Hong Kong ship management
company.
Chambers & Partners Asia Paciﬁc (2018)
h�ps://www.linkedin.com/in/frances-lok-194b14140

Adrian Lai

adrian.lai@dvc.hk

Adrian graduated from Cambridge University and the China University of
Poli�cal Science and Law. He is also a Cer�ﬁed Public Accountant of Hong Kong
and holds the specialist qualiﬁca�on in insolvency ma�ers.
Adrian maintains a predominantly civil prac�ce and has been engaged as
Counsel on ma�ers rela�ng to arbitra�on, banking, commercial, company,
construc�on, professional accountants/auditors’ negligence and professional
disciplinary proceedings.
Through prac�ce Adrian has developed a wealth of experience and exper�se on
arbitra�on ma�ers. He is on the Panel of Arbitrators of Hong Kong
Interna�onal Arbitra�on Centre and has been appointed as sole or
co-arbitrator on interna�onal commercial arbitra�ons. Apart from si�ng as an
arbitrator, Adrian has been engaged as Counsel to advise or appear in
interna�onal or domes�c commercial arbitra�on, Investor-State arbitra�on
and State-State arbitra�on. Insofar as arbitra�on-related li�ga�ons are
concerned, he appeared as Counsel on landmark cases such as Democratic
Republic of the Congo & Ors v. FG Hemisphere Associates LLC (2011) 14
HKCFAR 95, Paciﬁc China Holdings Ltd. (in liquidation) v. Grand Paciﬁc
Holdings Ltd. FAMV 18/2012 (CFA), Shandong Hongri Acron Chemical Joint
Stock Co. Ltd. v. Petrochina International (Hong Kong) Corp. Ltd. [2011] 4
HKLRD 604 (CA), S v. B, Re Insigma Technology HCCW 224/2013, Gong Benhai
v. HKIAC [2015] 2 HKLRD 537 (CFI) and TNB Fuel Services Sdn Bhd HCCT
23/2015 v. China National Coal Group Corp [2017] 3 HKC 588 (CFI). He is o�en
invited to speak on topical issues of arbitra�on.
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Adrian maintains an academic interest in interna�onal law. He graduated with
a Master’s degree in Public Interna�onal Law and also a�ended The Hague
Academy of Interna�onal Law. He addi�onally spoke on the topics of
“Jurisdic�onal Immuni�es and Chinese State-Owned Enterprises” at the
Colloquium on Interna�onal Law and interna�onal investment dispute
resolu�on etc. on other occasions.
h�ps://www.linkedin.com/in/adrian-lai-b350236/36/

John Hui

john.hui@dvc.hk

At the early stage of his prac�ce, John was already involved in high-proﬁle
judicial review cases concerning the Hong Kong Stock Exchange and the
Department of Civil Avia�on respec�vely. Since then, John has accumulated
considerable public law experience in the commercial and broadcas�ng
industries. In 2015, he acted as junior counsel for the Communica�ons
Authority in Hong Kong (led by Mark Hoskins QC and Johannes Chan SC) in a
judicial review, culmina�ng in the Honourable Mr. Jus�ce G Lam’s judgment
in Television Broadcasts Limited v. Communications Authority & The Chief
Executive in Council [2016] 2 HKLRD 41, a landmark decision in Hong Kong
discussing important issues such as the standard of proof and the
implica�ons of the Hong Kong Bill of Rights in compe��on law proceedings.
h�ps://www.linkedin.com/in/john-hkc/

7 | dvc.hk

Christopher Chain

christopher.chain@dvc.com.hk

Christopher Chain was awarded the Bar Scholarship and called to the Hong Kong
Bar in 2008. He has a broad civil prac�ce with extensive experience as a trial and
appellate advocate.
Within his ﬁrst year of prac�ce, he conducted a substan�ve appeal unled before
the Court of Final Appeal involving issues of human rights and the burden of proof
in civil forfeiture proceedings under the Import Export Ordinance (Cap. 60) (Wong
Hon Sun v. HKSAR [2009] 12 HKCFAR 877).
More recently, Christopher acted as amicus curiae by appointment of the Court of
First Instance in Director of Agriculture, Fisheries, and Conservation v.
Administrative Appeals Board [2017] 2 HKLRD 349, which concerned issues of
statutory interpreta�on of ﬁsheries legisla�on.
h�ps://www.linkedin.com/in/christopher-chain-01985113b/

Ebony Ling

ebony.ling@dvc.hk

Ebony has a broad commercial prac�ce including public law, company and
commercial ma�ers. She joined DVC in 2012 a�er gradua�ng from Oxford with
a BCL and ranking ﬁrst in her LLB degree at HKU.
Her public law experience involves represen�ng the Privacy Commissioner in
successfully resis�ng an appeal against a judicial review decision, applying for
judicial review against the Medical Council’s decision in refusing an applica�on
to take the licensing examina�on, and assis�ng Mr. Johnny Mok SC in the
elec�on pe��on brought by Ho Chung Yan against the Chief Execu�ve, Leung
Chun Ying.
h�ps://www.linkedin.com/in/ebony-ling-450457141/

Mar�n Kok

mar�n.kok@dvc.hk

Mar�n is a Rhodes Scholar and a Bar Scholar. He obtained a Dis�nc�on in the
postgraduate BCL degree at the University of Oxford, a�er he received First Class
Honours in his LLB at HKU (ranking ﬁrst in his year).
Mar�n's recent public law-related cases include Leung Lai Kwok Yvonne v. The
Chief Secretary for Administration and Ors. HCAL 31/2015, Ho Loy v. Director of
Environmental Protection and Chief Executive in Council CACV 216/2014, and The
University of Hong Kong v. Hong Kong Commercial Broadcasting Co Ltd [2016] 4
HKLRD 113; [2016] 1 HKLRD 536. Mar�n presently serves as a Member on the
HKBA's Commi�ee on Cons�tu�onal Aﬀairs and Human Rights.
h�ps://www.linkedin.com/in/mar�n-kok/
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Eva Leung

eva.leung@dvc.hk

Eva joined Des Voeux Chambers in 2014 a�er gradua�ng from Oxford (BA) and
CUHK (BBA). She has handled cases rela�ng to public law, human rights and public
nuisance issues, including injunc�on applica�ons concerning the campaign known
as Occupy Central (Lai Hoi Ping and Another v. Unknown Persons, HCA
2104/2014, led by Johnny Mok SC).
She has also acted as sole counsel in judicial review cases concerning cons�tu�onal
challenges against decisions made by public authori�es (e.g. Luk Yuk Han v. Hong
Kong Housing Authority & The Appeal Panel (Housing), HCAL 87/2016). Prior to
joining DVC, Eva assisted in human rights cases in the United Kingdom Supreme
Court (e.g. R (Nicklinson) v. Ministry of Justice [2014] UKSC 38) during her mini-pupillage in London.
h�ps://www.linkedin.com/in/eva-leung-b03b2353/

Tommy Cheung

tommycheung@dvc.hk

Tommy Cheung is a Bar Scholar. He joined Des Voeux Chambers in 2017 a�er
obtaining a Dis�nc�on in his BCL from the University of Oxford, and First Class
Honours in both his LLB and BBA(Law) from the University of Hong Kong, ranking
ﬁrst in his year.
In terms of public law experience, Tommy has assisted in cases concerning
protec�ve costs orders, town planning, state immunity as well as the
cons�tu�onality of the Informa�on Services Department's decision to supply for
broadcast certain announcements in rela�on to the Government's proposed
method for elec�ng the Chief Execu�ve.
h�ps://www.linkedin.com/in/tommycheungtw/

Lai Chun Ho

laichunho@gmail.com

Chun Ho joined DVC in 2017 a�er obtaining a BA in Philosophy at Yale University, a
BA at the University of Cambridge and a BCL at the University of Oxford. In terms
of public law experience, he has assisted in advising and li�ga�ng town planning
ma�ers, torture appeal claims, prison disciplinary ma�ers, and judicial review of
decisions of various public bodies.
h�ps://www.linkedin.com/in/chun-ho-lai-32286028/
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Sharon Yuen

sharonyuen@dvc.hk

Sharon joined DVC in 2017 a�er comple�ng her BBA (Law) and LLB at the
University of Hong Kong with First Class Honours, and an LLM at Harvard Law
School where she obtained the Dean’s Scholar Prize for Cons�tu�onal Law.
Her public law experience includes various judicial review cases, including prison
disciplinary ma�ers.

Kevin Lau

kevin.lau@dvc.hk

Kevin joined chambers in 2017 a�er comple�ng his studies at the University of
Cambridge, where he obtained an LLM degree with Dis�nc�ons both overall and in
the Civil Rights and Liber�es course.
His public law experience during pupillage includes cases concerning protec�ve
costs orders, legal aid appeals and judicial reviews against the University of Hong
Kong. Since commencing full prac�ce, he has also been involved in a public law
challenge to the government's hillside burial policy in respect of New Territories
land.
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