
How to Instruct a Hong Kong Barrister

Des Voeux Chambers is a leading set of Chambers in Hong Kong. 

DVC is comprised of over 80 barristers (including 20 Senior Counsel) who are legal experts and forerunners in various 
practice areas including administrative & public law, arbitration & mediation, banking, chancery, commercial, company & 
insolvency, competition, construction, criminal & white collar crime, employment & anti-discrimination, family, finance, 
intellectual property, international trade, land & planning, restructuring, securities and tax law. This broad range of expertise 
makes DVC a convenient one-stop destination for nearly all areas of civil, criminal and commercial matters, as well as 
dispute resolution including mediation and arbitration.

If you need assistance with:

 International Arbitration
 Legal opinions, litigation strategy and advisory work
 
Members provide a wide range of assistance, from acting as arbitrators and mediators, experts in Hong Kong law, and 
appearing in court/arbitration to providing specialist commercial advice.  

Alternatively, you may contact our Director of Practice 
Development, Ms Aparna Bundro at aparnabundro@dvc.hk +852 
3413 0600 and/or our Practice Development Assistant, Ms Mae 
Tuzon at  maetuzon@dvc.hk +852 3413 0601.

Members are well placed to provide legal opinions in the 
commercial dispute and international arbitration domain, which 
relate to legal procedures, matters of substance and litigation 
strategies. 

DVC’s members possess an aptitude for generating 
commercially-driven, innovative and constructive solutions. These 
traits enable the delivery of consistently consummate legal advice.  

How you can instruct DVC counsel

DVC’s members can be instructed directly by Singapore law firms and 
lawyers in relation to advisory work and international arbitration. In relation 
to Hong Kong litigation, our members have to be instructed by a Hong Kong 
law firm, which our members can recommend. The Singapore law firm can 
then co-ordinate and cooperate with the Hong Kong law firm on the matter.

DVC‘s members’ profiles are set out on our website at  www.dvc.hk, and 
interested parties can contact our members directly via email or by 
telephone.

Why should you instruct Hong Kong barristers?

Cross-examination of witnesses, drafting legal submissions and conducting legal research are the preserve of Hong Kong’s 
barristers. This combined with our multilingual capabilities gives counsel here a leading edge, enabling us to scale down 
the time and costs associated with the translation of voluminous documents. DVC’s barristers and lawyers from Singapore 
are able to collaborate to form complementary teams with a view to pooling their knowledge from both jurisdictions. Our 
members are well placed to do this given DVC’s robust knowledge of English law and multilingual capabilities whenever 
needed.

As one of the largest sets of Chambers in Hong Kong, many of DVC’s barristers have spearheaded groundbreaking cases 
and we have cultivated a reputation for combining intellectual rigour with effective advocacy.
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DVC's members are notably vaunted for being "a force of nature" for 
"coming up with new ways to tackle an issue," for being "eloquent, 
passionate and calm" and for being "very client-oriented, solution focused 
and very well liked."

Singapore



Resolution of commercial disputes in Hong Kong

Hong Kong is a hub for commercial dispute resolution through arbitration and 
mediation, given its sophisticated legal system, accessibility to a considerable pool of 
experts and its unified regime based on UNCITRAL Model Law, as customised for the 
Hong Kong market. The fact that Hong Kong awards are enforceable in the majority 
of leading jurisdictions around the world makes it an attractive venue for dispute 
resolution.

 

 

How DVC counsel can help you

What sets DVC apart:

    DVC’s members work in the same time zone as you to obtain your desired result;

     DVC’s members speak a wide array of languages (geared to canvassing instructions from PRC law firms and South East Asian 
law firms) and these languages include English, Cantonese, Mandarin, French, German, and Spanish; 
  
     DVC’s members are culturally sensitive and have in-depth knowledge of the PRC, Singapore, Malaysia and The South East 
Asian landscape, as well as the broader regional panorama, and this is demonstrated by the volume and breadth of 
cross-border work members are involved in;

   Several members have been called to the Bar and appear in Singapore, England & Wales, the PRC (Mainland), the US, 
Australia, New Zealand, Bermuda and the British Virgin Islands. DVC’s members additionally have substantial networks of 
contacts in common law jurisdictions with distinguished door tenants and academics.

     DVC’s seasoned barristers actively participate in international arbitration and other forms of international dispute resolution, 
as counsel, arbitrators and mediators. Given our strong tradition in arbitration, senior members of our Chambers are often 
appointed as arbitrators by many of the world’s leading arbitration institutions including HKIAC, SIAC, KLRAC, CIETAC, SHIAC, 
SCIA ICC, LCIA and DIAC;

    Independent and self-employed, DVC’s barristers are frequently retained by opposing sides in the same dispute, in both 
arbitration and litigation and critically, treat communication as confidential and privileged, and avoid conflicts of interest;

 DVC also has a history of distinguished judicial and public appointments. Ms Teresa Cheng GBS, SC, JP, formerly from DVC 
is Hong Kong’s current Secretary for Justice. Additional eminent appointments include the Chairman of the Hong Kong Bar  
Association, Chairman of the United Nations Peace and Development Foundation, Chair of the Communications Authority,  
and Member of the World Economic Forum Global Agenda Council on the Rule of Law. DVC also houses visiting scholars to 
Harvard Law School, a Chairman of the Standing Committee on Company Law Reform, a Vice Chairman of the Board of Review 
of the Inland Revenue, Vice Chairmen of the Committee of the HKIAC, a Non-executive Director of the Securities and Futures 
Commission and Non-governmental Advisers to the International Competition Network as well as professors of numerous 
universities. DVC’s members also include 4 Rhodes Scholars and over 20 Bar Scholars;

    DVC’s Members are available to assist in respect of different facets of international arbitration including the assembly of 
suitable teams and other pre-action preparation, applications for interim measures, various arbitration rules and procedural 
matters, conduct of hearings, setting aside and/or enforcement of awards, and costs;

 Chambers & Partners consistently recognises DVC’s barristers as leaders in a myriad of fields.  

             

DVC's members are variously noted for "leaving no stone unturned," and 
for being able to "explain...novel concepts in a clear, succinct way, going 
straight to the point expressively and persuasively." 
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